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Editorial 

VOTE  YES  ON  PROP.  M 

For  many  years  now,  the  people  of  the  Tenderloin  have  been  righting  a  grim  but 
determined  battle.  A  battle  for  survival.  Survival  in  the  face  of  high-rise  tourist 
hotels,  luxury  condominiums,  conversion  of  residential  hotels  to  tourist  use  and  a 
downtown  marching  ever  westward  towards  the  Tenderloin.  Survival  in  the  face  of 
ever-increasing  costs  for  an  ever-declining  stock  of  housing.  Survival  in  the  face  of 
the  encirclement  of  the  Tenderloin  from  all  sides  by  office  and  hotel  developments 
that  push  up  land  values  and  rents  and  push  out  neighborhood  residents  and  small 
businesses. 

Neighborhood  residents  have  fought  the  battle  with  tenacity  and  skill.  There  have 
been  victories.  There  have  also  been  defeats. 

Six  months  ago,  people  from  the  Tenderloin  joined  with  representatives  of 
neighborhood,  business  and  labor  groups  from  all  parts  of  San  Francisco  to  talk 
about  common  problems.  In  coming  together  these  folks  found  that  the  problems 
they  faced  were  indeed  quite  similar:  their  neighborhoods  were  being  threatened 
by  unchecked  development  and  staggering  housing  costs;  their  ability  to  travel 
around  their  city  was  being  impaired  by  streets  congested  by  the  cars  of 
commuting  office  workers  and  an  overloaded  MUNI;  the  small  businesses  on 
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Watchdog  Committee  Blasts  Homeless 
Program 


by  Rob  Waters 

San  Francisco's  program  for  the  homeless  is 
experiencing  major  problems  and  failing  to 
meet  the  needs  of  many  homeless  people,  a 
committee  of  the  mayor's  homeless  task 
force  reported  last  month  to  meetings  of  the 
Social  Services  Commission  and  the  Finance 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 

The  problems  center  around  the  failure  of 
the  City's  welfare  department  to  process 
many  homeless  people  onto  assistance  and 
the  placement  of  homeless  people  and 
families  into  hotels  with  substandard  condi- 
tions and  poor  management,  committee 
members  reported. 

"There  have  been  a  variety  of  problems  in 


the  (program),  resulting  in  a  revolving  door 
syndrome  for  the  homeless  client,''  said  a 
report  from  the  monitoring  committee  of  the 
task  force.  "A  very  large  percentage  of 
homeless  clients  are  rejected  from  public 
benefit  assistance  ....  returning  these 
clients,  homeless,  to  our  back-up  shelters.  " 

Committee  members  deplored  the  condi- 
tions of  the  hotels  where  homeless  indivi- 
duals and  families  are  housed.  One  hotel  for 
families,  the  City  Center  on  Eddy  Street, 
was  singled  out  for  particular  criticism  for 
continuing  problems  including  illegal  lock- 
outs of  tenants,  lack  of  heat  and  harassment 
of  residents  by  management,  described  by 
the  committee  as  "poor  and  hazardous  to 

continued  on  page  9 


Neighbors  Protest 
Safeway  Closing 

A  sudden  and  unexpected  announcement  in 
the  form  of  a  window  sign  that  the  store 
would  be  closed  in  five  days  set  off  a  feverish 
week  of  petition  gathering,  community 
meetings  and  demonstrating  outside  the 
Safeway  store  at  Bush  and  Larkin  streets  last 
month. 

Chanting  "Safeway  to  stay,  not  ten  blocks 
away,"  neighborhood  residents  angrily  cir- 
cled the  store  in  an  orderly  picket  line, 
protesting  the  giant  food  corporation's  deci- 
sion to  close  one  of  only  three  supermarkets 
in  the  Tenderloin  area.  In  the  three  days 
between  the  September  12  posting  of  the 
sign  announcing  the  closing  and  the  Sep- 
tember 15  demonstration,  over  1000  signa- 
tures were  obtained  protesting  the  shut- 
down. 

The  community  pressure  resulted  in  a 
partial  victory.  The  morning  of  the  demon- 
stration the  Oakland-based  chain  announced 
that  the  store  would  remain  open  for  an 
additional  month. 

i  don't  think  Safeway  has  any  regard  for 
this  community,"  said  an  irate  Don  Feeser. 
a  long-time  Tenderloin  resident  who  spear- 
headed the  petition  gathering  and  organi- 
zing efforts.  1  They  made  their  money  in  this 
community,  now  they're  leaving.  What 
happened  to  Since  we're  neighbors,  let's  be 
friends'?" 

Feeser.  the  Vice-President  of  the  North  of 
Market  Planning  Coalition,  remembers 
when  there  were  five  Safeway  stores  in  the 
area.  But  over  the  last  ten  years,  the  other 
stores  all  closed,  leaving  only  the  Bush 
street  market.  The  Coalition  plans  to  nego- 
tiate with  Safeway,  city  officials  and  other 
markets  to  see  if  another  operator  mip  it  be 
willing  to  move  in.  Safeway  would  have  to 
agree  to  such  a  plan,  however,  since  they 
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which  they  depended  —  Mom  and  Pop 
stores,  shoe  repair  and  hardware  shops  — 
were  being  driven  out  by  high  rents  and 
trendy  boutiques. 

After  several  meetings  and  a  large  public 
conference,  what  emerged  was  a  bold  plan 
to  gain  for  San  Francisco  residents  more  say 
and  influence  in  the  planning  and  develop- 
ment policies  of  the  City.  An  initiative  was 
drafted  and  nearly  20,000  signatures  were 
obtained.  The  result  is  Proposition  M,  the 
San  Francisco  Planning  Initiative  which  has 
emerged  as  the  hottest  and  most  critical 
item  on  November's  election  ballot. 

Proposition  M  puts  forth  the  notion  that 
development  in  San  Francisco  ought  to  take 
place  in  a  rational  and  planned  way,  not  in 
the  haphazard  and  unchecked  fashion  that 
has  characterized  the  City's  policies  in 
recent  years. 

The  Planning  Initiative  would  require  that 
the  City  hold  public  hearings  and  engage  in 
a  comprehensive  revision  of  the  City's 
master  plan,  the  basic  document  that  guides 
San  Francisco's  development  policies  and 
which  has  changed  little  since  1958.  It  would 
add  a  preamble  to  that  master  plan  calling 
for  preserving  and  expanding  affordable 
housing,  securing  the  greatest  possible 
share  of  new  jobs  for  resident  San  Fran- 
ciscans, protecting  small  businesses  and 
preventing  the  overburdening  of  transit 
systems. 

The  initiative  also  would  require  that  the 
City's  zoning  ordinances  be  brought  into 
conformance  with  the  revised  master  plan. 
San  Francisco  is  currently  the  only  county  in 
the  state  in  which  zoning  is  not  tied  to  a 
master  plan.  This  provision,  a  key  feature  of 
the  plan,  would  force  the  rezoning  of  much 
of  the  City,  including  the  Tenderloin,  and 
would  help  protect  existing  housing  and 
small  business  uses. 

Additionally,  the  initiative  would  require 
developers  to  contribute  to  funds  that  would 
be  established  to  subsidize  the  construction 
and  rehabilitation  of  affordable  housing  and 
help  pay  the  costs  of  additional  MUNI 
capacity. 

A  final  provision  would  set  up  a  compre- 
hensive employment  and  training  program 
to  enable  San  Francisco  residents  to  gain  the 
greatest  possible  share  of  new  jobs  created 
by  development  projects. 

Taken  together  these  measures  would  help 
insure  that  low-income  people  in  San  Fran- 
cisco do  in  fact  have  a  future  in  this  city.  It 
would  help  preserve  the  best  parts  of  San 


Francisco  while  gaining  control  over  the 
worst. 

Perhaps  no  neighborhoods  in  the  City  have 
more  to  gain  from  the  passage  of  the 
Planning  Initiative  than  the  Tenderloin  and 
South  of  Market. 

Concrete  benefits  to  the  Tenderloin  include: 

•  A  rezoning  plan  for  the  Tenderloin  similar 
to  the  one  already  proposed  by  city  planners 
but  not  yet  passed  by  the  Planning  Commis- 
sion would  have  to  be  approved.  It  probably 
would  be  strengthened  as  well,  adding  parts 
of  the  Tenderloin  omitted  in  the  planners' 
current  proposal. 

•  The  affordable  housing  fund  set  up  by  the 
plan  would  add  a  much-needed  infusion  of 
funds  for  the  rehabilitation  and  construction 
of  low-cost  housing  in  the  Tenderloin. 

•  The  employment  and  training  program 
would  benefit  the  Tenderloin  greatly  by 
giving  many  jobless  residents  the  skills  and 
training  they  need  to  compete  in  the  job 
market. 

•  Protecting  other  San  Francisco  neighbor- 
hoods, most  notably  the  South  of  Market, 
would  ease  the  pressure  on  the  Tenderloin's 
tight  housing  market  from  people  displaced 
from  other  areas. 

•  Open  space  and  parks  would  be  expanded 
and  protected,  blocking  projects  that  would 
cast  shadows  on  the  new  Tenderloin  parks 
and  helping  the  neighborhood  gain  ad- 
ditional open  space. 

In  what  we  can  only  view  as  a  clear  attempt 
to  undercut  support  for  the  Planning  Initia- 
tive, the  City  Planning  Department  has 
recently  released  a  new  Downtown  Plan  and 
proposed  a  one-year  moratorium  on  new 
downtown  development.  The  Downtown 
Plan,  in  its  introduction  and  general  analysis 
of  development  trends  recognizes  many  of 
the  problems  that  some  San  Franciscans 
have  been  screaming  about  for  years  and 
which  are  the  focus  of  the  Planning  Initia- 
tive's provisions.  But  it  stops  far  short  of 
taking  the  kind  of  action  that  is  warranted  by 
San  Francisco's  mounting  housing  and 
development  crisis. 

The  Downtown  Plan's  proposals  for  the 
South  of  Market,  for  instance,  would  deva- 
state that  fragile  community,  allowing  large- 
scale  development  to  continue  and  greatly 
accelerate.  It  also  would  permit  developers 
to  transfer  development  rights  from  north  of 
Market  projects  to  those  south  of  Market. 

Interestingly,  two  scheduled  hearings  on  the 
Downtown  Plan  and  the  moratorium  have 
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been  cancelled,  fueling  speculation  that  the 
City  may  already  be  backing  away  from  the 
moratorium  under  pressure  from  devel- 
opers. The  cancellations  also  have  served  to 
point  up  the  fact  that  the  plan  is,  after  all, 
only  a  plan  and  can  be  altered,  watered 
down  or  scuttled  after  the  election  as 
developers  put  pressure  on  the  consistently 
pro-development  Planning  Commission 
which  must  approve  the  plan. 

In  this  election,  Tenderloin  residents  have 
an  unusual  opportunity  to  vote  to  help  save 
our  neighborhood.  It  is  with  great  urgency 
and  in  the  strongest  possible  terms  that  the 
Times  urges  neighborhood  residents  to 
register  and  vote  YES  on  Proposition  M  in 
the  November  election.  The  deadline  for 
registration  for  the  election  is  October  11. 

Downtown  corporations  and  developers, 
spearheaded  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
are  already  mounting  a  major  campaign 
against  the  initiative  and  can  be  expected  to 
spend  large  amounts  of  money  to  try  to 
defeat  it.  The  Initiative,  sponsored  by  a 
coalition  of  community  groups  without  the 
deep  pockets  of  our  friends  downtown,  must 
rely  on  mobilizing  large  numbers  of  grass 
roots  volunteers  to  carry  forth  its  message. 
Precinct  walkers,  phone  callers  and  sign 
posters  are  urgently  needed.  Volunteers  can 
call  the  campaign  office  at  626-PLAN  or  go 
directly  to  14  Valencia  to  help  out. 
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Move  to  Tighten  CM 

by  Janice  Windborne  and  Pat  Angle 

Tenderloin  residents  plan  to  deluge  City 
Hall  with  postcards  in  support  of  new  rent 
control  legislation  proposed  by  Supervisor 
Harry  Britt.  Britt  wants  to  reduce  the 
current  annual  allowable  rent  increase  from 
7  percent  to  4  percent  and  to  limit  to  10 
percent  the  amount  landlords  can  raise  rent 
when  an  apartment  becomes  vacant.  At 
present  there  is  no  limit  to  rent  hikes  on 
vacant  units. 

"We're  hoping  for  a  postcard  campaign 
involving  thousands  of  cards,"  said  Randy 
Shaw,  staff  attorney  for  the  Tenderloin 
Housing  Clinic.  "Already  more  than  a 
thousand  have  been  sent." 

With  opposition  from  landlord  groups  al- 
ready mounting  in  preparation  for  an  Oct.  26 
hearing  on  the  proposal,  activists  in  tenant 
and  housing  organizations  throughout  the 
City  are  mobilizing.  "We're  approaching 
this  like  a  regular  political  campaign,"  Britt 
said. 

Walter  Park  of  Independent  Housing  Ser- 
vices said  the  decontrol  of  rents  on  vacant 
units,  a  feature  of  the  15-month  old  rent 
control  ordinance,  determines  the  price  of 
rental  housing  in  San  Francisco.  "Because 
the  average  tenant  moves  every  three  or  four 
years,  every  unit  in  the  city  becomes 
decontrolled  after  a  short  period  of  time," 
Park  said.  1  'Consequently,  in  five  to  10  years 
from  now,  rents  will  be  the  same  as  if  there 
had  been  no  (rent)  control." 

The  City's  rent  ordinance  applies  to  resi- 
dential hotels  as  well  as  houses  and  apart- 
ments. 

Park  pointed  out  that  the  current  ordinance 
was  enacted  during  a  time  when  annual 
inflation  was  16  to  18  percent.  With  inflation 
running  that  high,  a  7  percent  rent  hike  each 
year  was  reasonable,  Park  said.  Now, 
however,  the  Consumer  Price  Index  shows 
that  nationwide  inflation  has  slowed  to  2.8 
percent  annually,  and  the  cost  of  living  in 
San  Francisco  actually  has  dropped  to  .5 
percent. 

With  apartment  rents  in  the  Tenderloin 
soaring  to  the  point  that  a  one-bedroom  unit 
now  costs  approximately  $400  to  $450  a 
month,  Shaw  noted  that  a  7  percent  annual 
rent  increase  is  "really  high,"  amounting  to 
$40  or  $45  a  month.  "The  minimum  wage 
didn't  go  up  at  all  in  the  last  year  and  SSI 
payments  (to  the  elderly,  blind  and  disabled) 
increased  by  only  about  $8  a  month.  So  a  7 
percent  increase  can  be  devestating  to  low 
income  people  in  the  Tenderloin.  What 
happens  is  that  many  end  up  using  an 
unhealthy  percentage  of  their  incomes  for 
rent.  To  do  this  they  have  to  sacrifice  things 
like  proper  eating." 

Most  adversely  affected  by  the  7  percent 
rent  increase  now  permitted  are  families 
with  children  who  live  in  apartments, 
according  to  Shaw.  "These  people  have  so 
many  needs  that  a  rent  increase  of  this  size 
really  hurts,"  he  said. 

Shaw  went  on  to  say  that  the  decontrol 
provision  which  allows  a  landlord  to  raise  the 
rent  on  a  vacant  apartment  by  as  much  as 
he/she  wants  has  been  "disastrous  for  low- 
income  people  throughout  San  Francisco. 
It's  probably  been  the  biggest  factor  in 
displacing  poor  people"  because  of  the 
impact  on  the  City's  shrinking  number  of 
affordable  units. 


/  Rent  Control 

While  landlords  and  developers  have 
blamed  rent  control  for  discouraging  con- 
struction of  new  rental  housing,  Ricardo 
Collejo,  chairman  of  the  vacancy  control 
campaign,  says  that  charge  is  "ridiculous. 
High  interest  rates,  not  rent  control,  have 
destroyed  the  housing  (industry),"  he 
added. 

Many  of  the  backers  of  Britt's  proposed 
legislation  are  senior  citizens  on  fixed 
incomes.  Tenant  groups  from  Park  Merced, 
Stonestown  and  Golden  Gateway  have 
joined  the  San  Francisco  Housing  and 
Tenants  Council  in  working  to  convince  S.F. 
supervisors  to  vote  for  the  changes. 

The  hearing  on  the  proposal  will  be  Oct.  26 
before  the  planning,  housing  and  develop- 
ment committee  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
which  consists  of  Supervisors  Quentin  Kopp, 
Carol  Ruth  Silver  and  Willie  Kennedy.  The 
session  will  be  held  at  2  p.m.  at  City  Hall. 

If  the  bill  clears  the  committee,  Britt  says  he 
thinks  it  will  be  passed  by  the  full  Board  of 
Supervisors.  "We  already  have  a  majority 
for  the  vacancy  control,  but  we're  have  a 
harder  time  selling  the  reduction  from  7  to  4 
percent,"  he  said.  However,  Britt  is  hopeful 
that  the  fact  that  66  percent  of  San 
Franciscans  are  renters  will  convince  super- 
visors and  Mayor  Dianne  Feinstein  that  it  is 
in  their  political  interest  to  support  the 
changes  he  wants  to  see. 

Britt  is  hoping  supporters  of  his  plan  will 
turn  out  in  large  numbers  for  the  October 
hearing.  "It's  hard  to  vote  against  a  room 
full  of  people,  even  when  you  disagree  with 
them,"  the  supervisor  said. 

Persons  who  wish  to  work  on  the  campaign 
or  obtain  more  information  can  call  the  Old 
St.  Mary's  Housing  Committee  at  398-0724. 


to 

HOUSE  THE  HOMELESS 

The  Homeless  Caucus  will  sponsor  a  march 
and  rally  at  City  Hall,  to  be  followed  by  a 
Feast  of  St.  Francis  outside  Mayor  Fein- 
stein's  Pacific  Heights  home  on  Tuesday, 
October  4,  the  801st  anniversary  of  the  death 
of  the  famous  Franciscan,  who  might  be 
called  the  patron  saint  of  the  homeless. 

The  demonstration  is  being  called,  ac- 
cording to  Caucus  member  Leon  Zecha,  to 
protest  the  "absolute  failure  of  the  Mayor's 
program  for  the  homeless.  People  are  being 
housed  in  unhumane  conditions  in  hotels 
and  turned  away  nightly  from  shelters  to 
spend  the  night  on  the  street.  The  number  of 
people  who  must  sleep  on  the  street  is 
growing  again  and  despite  predictions  for  a 
severe  winter,  the  City  seems  to  be  doing 
nothing.  We  want  to  let  the  City  know  that 
we  haven't  gone  away  and  are  going  to  keep 
fighting  for  decent  and  humane  housing  for 
homeless  people." 

The  march  will  leave  from  United  Nations 
Plaza  at  1:00  pm  on  Tuesday,  October  4  and 
proceed  to  City  Hall  for  speeches  and 
entertainment.  Transportation  will  be  pro- 
vided to  take  people  to  the  Mayor's  Lyon 
Street  home  for  the  "Feast." 


Downtown  Plan  to 
Spur  Development 

South  of  Market 

by  Rob  Waters 

The  diversion  of  future  development  from 
San  Francisco's  traditional  financial  district 
north  of  Market  Street,  where  there  is  little 
space  left  to  build,  to  the  newly  emerging 
downtown  south  of  Market  is  the  chief 
feature  of  the  City's  new  Downtown  Plan, 
released  in  late  August  by  Planning  Director 
Dean  Macris. 

The  plan  envisions  the  building  of  24  million 
square  feet  of  office  space  staffed  by  100,000 
new  workers  by  the  year  2000.  Most  of  this 
development  would  take  place  south  of 
Market  Street.  It  would  preserve  270  historic 
north  of  Market  buildings,  cause  a  moderate 
reduction  of  allowable  heights  in  the  current 
financial  district,  offer  some  protections 
to  the  Tenderloin  and  Chinatown,  effect  a 
subtle  redesign  of  future  highrises  and 
create  more  open  plazas  and  art  work  for 
downtown  office  workers. 

Macris'  release  of  the  plan  was  accompanied 
by  a  proposal  for  a  moratorium  on  new  office 
construction.  It  now  appears  very  unlikely 
that  either  the  moratorium  or  the  Plan  itself 
will  be  acted  upon  by  the  Planning  Commis- 
sion before  the  November  election  and  the 
vote  on  Proposition  M,  the  San  Francisco 
Plan  Initiative. 

Backers  of  that  initiative,  which  would  call 
for  a  comprehensive  revision  of  the  city's 
master  plan  and  zoning  ordinances  and 
would  require  office  developers  to  help  pay 
the  cost  of  new  affordable  housing,  transit 
and  job  traning  programs,  have  charged  that 
the  Plan  is  an  attempt  by  the  City  to  under- 
continued  on  page  11 

NAME  THE  PARK  CONTEST 

Sometime  in  early  1984,  the  long-awaited 
Tenderloin  park,  fought  for  for  years  by  neigh- 
borhood residents,  will  open.  The  park  has  been 
referred  to  informally  as  Central  City  Park 
but  has  no  official  name.  The  Tenderloin 
Times  is  sponsoring  a  Name-the-Park  contest 
to  come  up  with  a  suitable  handle  for  our  new 
patch  of  green.  Send  your  nomination  in,  using 
the  form  below  and  be  sure  to  include  your 
name  and  address.  Next  month,  the  Times  will 
print  all  the  nominations  along  with  a  ballot  so 
Times  readers  can  vote.  The  results  will  be 
published  in  the  December  issue  and  will  be 
forwarded  to  the  Recreation  and  Parks  De- 
partment, which  has  the  final  say  on  naming 
City  parks.  The  person  submitting  the  winning 
entry  will  receive  a  $25  award. 

My  nomination  for  a  name  for  the  new 
|  Tenderloin  Park  is:  

!  

j  name 


address 


|  zip  code 

j  Send  your  entry  to: 

|  Name  the  Park 
J  Tenderloin  Times 
J  146  Leavenworth 
j  San  Francisco,  94102 

J  or  drop  it  off.  in  an  envelope,  at  Hospitality! 
I  House,  146  Leavenworth.  I 

L  I 
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Medicare  Cuts  Hurt  Elderly,  Disabled 

by  Pat  Angle 


Proposed  cuts  in  Medicare  which  would  shift 
more  of  the  cost  of  the  federal  program  to 
those  who  use  it  could  have  devastating 
effects  on  the  elderly  poor,  according  to  a 
coalition  of  local  groups  who  work  with  older 
persons. 

"It  will  mean  that  many  elderly  people 
simply  won't  be  able  to  afford  the  medical 
care  they  need,"  said  Clarissa  Ward  of  the 
San  Francisco  Gray  Panthers.  "The  result  is 
going   to   be   unnecessary  deaths." 

"The  proposals  are  terrible,"  said  Herb 
Levine,  program  service  coordinator  for  the 
Independent  Living  Program  which  serves 
disabled  persons  of  all  ages.  "Instead  of 
working  for  effective  ways  to  contain  the 
costs  of  medical  care  by  putting  a  cap  on 
what  doctors  and  hospitals  can  charge,  they 
are  going  to  pass  more  costs  onto  the  con- 
sumers. If  this  happens,  people  will  go  to  the 
doctor  less  frequently.  The  administration 
seems  to  have  all  this  money  for  bombs  and 
missiles,  but  when  it  comes  to  decent  health 
care,  it  wants  to  save  all  it  can." 

"Senior  citizens  in  the  Tenderloin  already 
have  problems  meeting  their  share  of  the 
cost,"  said  Gay  Kaplan,  director  of  services 
for  the  North  of  Market  Multi-purpose 
Senior  Center.  "If  these  changes  are  ap- 
proved, I  expect  people  will  stay  away  from 
medical  care  until  they  need  hospitalization. 
By  that  time  they'll  be  sicker,  so  nobody  will 
save  money." 

Proposals  to  raise  deductible  charges  for 
hospital  care,  to  require  Medicare  recipients 
to  pay  part  of  the  cost  of  hospitalization  from 
the  second  day  on  and  to  set  standard 
hospital  fees  for  certain  kinds  of  illnesses  are 
currently  under  consideration  by  the  federal 
Medicare  Commission.  The  commission  is 
scheduled  to  make  specific  recommenda- 
tions to  the  administration  in  December  on 
ways  to  cut  the  amount  of  Medicare  costs 
now  paid  by  the  government.  Congress  is 
expected  to  consider  the  final  proposals 
sometime  in  1984. 

In  order  to  fight  the  proposed  cuts,  the 
Panthers  have  joined  other  local  senior 
organizations,  trade  unions,  churches  and 
community  groups,  among  others,  to  put 
pressure  on  Congress  and  the  administra- 
tion. 

The  coalition  will  hold  a  community  hearing 
on  the  changes  Friday,  Oct.  7  from  9:30  a.m. 
to  noon  in  room  12138  of  the  Federal 
Building,  450  Golden  Gate  Avenue.  Those 
who  would  be  effected  by  the  proposals  are 
urged  to  attend,  Ward  said. 

"Medicare  was  set  up  in  1965  to  help  the 
elderly  who  were  then  spending  19  percent 
of  their  income  for  medical  care, ' '  she  noted. 
"Today  with  Medicare  we  are  still  paying  19 
percent  of  our  income  for  our  medical 
needs."  Levine  said  that  a  study  by  the 
California  Health  Facilities  Commission 
found  that  the  cost  to  Medicare  recipients 
has  inflated  at  the  rate  of  17.7  percent  from 
1970  to  1982,  "far  faster  than  the  general 
rate  of  inflation.  Older  people  often  think 
that  Medicare  will  pay  close  to  80  percent  of 
their  medical  bills,  but  that's  just  not  true," 
he  added.  "Statistics  show  that  older  per- 
sons pay  nearly  40  percent  of  the  cost  of 
their  medical  care." 

"We're  the  only  large,  industrialized  coun- 
try in  the  world  that  doesn't  provide  free 


Dr.  Hirsch  examines  Medicare  patient  at  Senior 
Clinic.  Patients  would  have  to  pay  more  under 
new  proposals  by  Reagan  administration. 


health  care  for  everyone,"  Mrs.  Ward  said. 
"And  unfortunately,  the  situation  is  getting 
worse  all  the  time." 

The  coalition  contends  that  Medicare  will 
never  be  an  effective  health  program  until  it 
also  includes  funds  for  preventive  care.  "If 
you  are  weak  and  fall  off  the  toilet  and  break 
your  hip,  Medicare  will  pay  for  the  sur- 
gery," Levine  said,  "but  it  won't  pay  for  a 
grab  bar  which  could  have  prevented  the 
accident  in  the  first  place.  It  really  doesn't 
make  sense." 

Among  the  specific  proposals  now  being 
considered  are  these: 

•  Basic  hospital  deductible  —  In  1981 
Medicare  patients  paid  the  first  $204  of  their 
hospital  bill.  This  was  raised  to  $260  in  1982 
and  to  $304  in  1983.  Under  the  admini- 
stration's proposals,  the  basic  deductible 
charge  would  rise  to  $350  in  1984. 

•  Rates  for  long-term  hospitalization  —  In 
1981  Medicare  recipients  paid  $40  a  day  out 
of  their  own  pockets  (unless  they  had  sup- 
plementary hospital  insurance)  for  the  61st 
through  the  90th  day  of  hospitalization.  This 
was  raised  to  $65  in  1982  and  to  $76  per  day 
in  1983.  Additionally,  charges  to  patients 
who  are  hospitalized  from  91  through  150 
days  have  increased  from  $80  a  day  in  1981 
to  $152  a  day  this  year.  And  those  who  must 
stay  in  a  hospital  more  than  150  days  must 
pay  100  percent  of  all  costs. 

The  administration  is  proposing  to  provide 
catastrophic  coverage  which  would  pay  all 
hospital  bills  accrued  after  the  60th  day. 
However,  in  exchange  for  such  coverage,  all 
Medicare  recipients  would  be  charged  a 
"co-payment"  of  $28  a  day  for  the  second 
through  the  15th  day  of  hospitalization  and 
$17.50  a  day  for  the  16th  through  the  60th 
day. 


those  on  Medicare  is  11  days.  Consequently, 
the  vast  majority  of  recipients  —  an  esti- 
mated 98  percent  —  will  be  paying  signi- 
ficantly more  for  hospital  care  than  they  do 
now,  according  to  Levine. 

•  Standard  fees  —  The  administration's 
proposals  call  for  a  set  fee  schedule  for  467 
different  illnesses  or  accidents,  fees  based 
on  the  severity  of  the  problem,  the  type  of 
hospital  and  the  geographic  region.  Medi- 
care will  pay  a  fixed  amount  for  each  of  these 
categories,  and  if  the  actual  cost  of  the  care 
is  less  than  the  amount  set  by  the  federal 
program,  the  hospital  will  be  able  to  pocket 
the  difference.  "The  hospital  will  know  it 
will  be  paid  so  much  for  a  person  hospital- 
ized with  a  heart  attack  whether  they  keep 
the  patient  for  one  day  or  30  days,"  Levine 
said.  "The  earlier  the  hospital  sends  the 
person  home,  the  more  it  will  make.  Since 
there  are  currently  no  safeguards  proposed, 
a  hospital  could  discharge  a  person  sooner 
than  is  medically  desirable  to  increase  its 
profit,"  he  added. 

•  Outpatient  care  —  The  annual  deductible 
cost  to  recipients  has  risen  from  $60  in  1981 
to  $75  now,  and  the  administration  wants  to 
hike  it  to  $80  a  year  in  1984.  In  addition, 
monthly  Medicare  premiums,  $11  in  1981, 
would  be  raised  to  $13.70  in  1984,  under 
proposals  now  being  considered,  with  com- 
parable increases  each  year  through  1988. 

Medicare  currently  allows  $19.40  for  a  visit 
to  the  doctor,  but  Levine  noted  that  the 
standard  charge  for  a  routine  office  visit  in 
the  Bay  Area  is  $33,  so  Medicare  recipients 
must  pay  an  average  of  $18  a  visit  out  of 
their  own  pockets.  He  went  on  to  say  that  the 
administration  wants  to  freeze  rates  paid  to 
doctors  for  office  visits  at  1983  levels,  so  the 
cost  to  the  patient  will  continue  to  rise. 

He  also  is  critical  of  an  administration 
proposal  to  give  Medicare  recipients  vouch- 
ers to  pay  for  private  insurance.  "Not  only 
would  it  be  difficult  to  administer,  but  it 
would  mean  the  insurance  companies  would 
skim  off  the  healthiest  individuals,  leaving 
Medicare  with  only  the  sickest  people  and 
raising  the  total  cost  of  the  program,"  he 
said. 

There  are  a  host  of  medical  needs  which 
Medicare  does  not  pay  for,  a  fact  which 
further  raises  the  amount  which  the  elderly 
must  pay  themselves  for  the  medical  care 
they  receive,  he  added.  Not  covered  under 
the  federal  health  program  are  routine 
dental  and  eye  care,  foot  care  and  prescrip- 
tion drugs  —  "the  largest  single  medical 
cost  for  those  with  a  chronic  illness," 
according  to  Levine. 


Opponents  of  the  catastrophic  coverage 
point  out  that  the  average  hospital  stay  for 


Additionally,  Medicare  does  not  pay  for 
custodial  care  in  a  nursing  home  for  those 
who  need  it.  "Families  with  relatives  who 
need  custodial  care  are  facing  impoverish- 
ment," Levine  said.  "They  must  spend  all 
their  money  before  they  can  become  eligible 
for  MediCal  which  does  pay  for  nursing 
home  care." 

The  cuts  would  be  the  third  major  slash  in 
the  Medicare  program  in  the  past  two  years, 
according  to  the  Panthers,  who  said  the  ad- 
ministration already  has  reduced  Medicare 
by  $13.3  billion  in  fiscal  1982  and  1983. 

Further  information  can  be  obtained  by 
calling  the  Panthers  at  552-8800. 
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Tenderloin  Times  Stops  Late  Edition's  Presses 

by  Red  Sack* 


5  —  Tenderloin  Times 


Suffering  in  the  sweltering  heat  at  Kimball 
Field,  competing  with  professional  clowns 
and  jugglers,  the  Tenderloin  Times  Turks 
pulled  out  a  last-second,  come-from-behind 
softball  victory  over  Supervisor  Louise 
Renne's  Late  Edition  on  Sunday  Sept.  11. 

The  Late  Edition  were  high-spirited,  ag- 
gressive and  well-schooled  in  softball  team- 
work and  fundamentals.  In  the  end,  the 
ragtag  Turks  pulled  out  a  13-12  win  thanks 
to  individual  heroics. 

Homers  by  secondbaseman  Bill  Hallerman, 
leftfielder  Joe  Wilson  and  shortstop  Erik 
Schapiro  kept  the  score  close,  while  a 
brilliant  peg  to  the  plate  from  rightfielder 
Linda  Savio  to  catcher  Joel  Sachs  killed  a 
Late  Edition  rally.  (Editor's  note:  Sachs, 
who  scribed  this  fine  piece  of  sports  jour- 
nalism with  his  paw  in  plaster  at  a  barstool 
at  Lefty  O  'Douls  \  made  his  play  at  the  plate 
two  innings  after  having  broken  his  finger, 
proving  again  that  good  jocks  have  more 
guts  than  brains. ) 

Third  baseman  Otto  Lepori  scored  three 
runs,  one  following  a  prodigious  triple,  but 
it  took  some  flashy  baserunning  by  first- 
bagger  Susan  Sitkin  to  tie  the  score.  A  batch 
of  singles,  combined  with  Wilson's  three- 
run  shot  had  cut  an  11-5  deficit  to  11-10  in 
the  7th,  when  Sitkin 's  single  moved  Savio  to 
third.  Sitkin,  however,  didn't  stop  at  first 
but  kept  going,  getting  caught  in  a  rundown 
that  allowed  Savio  to  score  from  third. 

The  scrappy  Editions  scratched  out  a  run  in 


INshort 


NIGHTINGALES  IN  SHELTERS.  Graduate 
nursing  students  from  the  University  of  San 
Francisco  will  be  making  the  rounds  of  San 
Francisco's  homeless  shelters  in  a  new 
program  set  up  by  the  shelters  USF  and  the 
county  health  department.  They  will  admin- 
ister routine  first  aid  to  shelter  residents  and 
make  referrals  to  other  health  care  facilities, 
according  to  Hospitality  House's  Joe  Smith, 
who  has  been  working  to  set  up  the  program 
.  .  .  Less  healthy  have  been  some  recent 
incidents  involving  Homeless  Caucus  leader 
Leon  Zecha  and  some  of  San  Francisco's 
finest.  Zecha,  who  beds  down  in  a  cardboard 
box  on  Kearny  Street,  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
Mayor  describing  several  run-ins  with  police 
officers  who  came  upon  Zecha  in  box  and 
beat  on  the  box  with  clubs,  threw  Zecha 's 
belongings  into  the  street  and  drove  over 
them  with  their  prowl  car  and  finally  maced 
the  poor  man  while  he  was  sleeping.  The 
Mayor  promised  to  investigate. 

THE  BIG  TIME.  Anne  Cooper,  receptionist 
without  portfolio  at  St.  Anthony's  Founda- 
tion, achieved  a  musical  coup  last  month. 
She  sold  the  second  song  she's  ever  written, 
a  ballad  called  "What  Is  It  Gonna  Be?,"  to 
Columbia  Records.  Anne  was  mildly  grati- 
fied by  the  sale.  "Yippee!"  she  told  the 
Times.  Attention  Golden  Gate  Avenue  pan- 
handlers: Anne  will  use  the  money  to  pay  a 
host  of  overdue  bills;  she  won't  have  any 
"spare  change"  until  the  royalties  start 
rolling  in. 

NO  LOUSES  AT  ANTOINE'S  -  St.  An- 
thony's Foundation  unveiled  $685,000  worth 
of  improvements  and  added  facilities  at  a 
Sept.  26  reception  attended  by  approxi- 
mately 70  people.  In  addition  to  a  host  of 
improvements  to  the  dining  room,  including 
wall  murals,  the  project  also  features  show- 


The  Tenderloin  Times  Turks  mug  for 
the  ninth  to  regain  the  lead  but  a  substitute 
catcher's  ground-out  killed  the  rally,  setting 
the  stage  for  the  Times'  final  at  bat. 

Utility  man  Doug  Norman,  in  at  catcher, 
singled  and  then  watched  two  consecutive 
pop-outs  bring  the  Turks  to  their  last  gasp. 
Joe  Wilson  endured  two  strikes  and  fouled 
off  another  before  singling.  That  was 
enough  suspense  for  Erik  Schapiro,  who  laced 
the  second  pitch  for  a  triple,  scoring  Norman 
and  Wilson  to  win  the  game. 


Father  Louis  Vitale  sprinkles  holy  water 

on  St.  Anthony's  new  facilities, 
ers  and  a  bathtub,  a  barber  shop,  a  de- 
lousing  center  and  new  kitchen  equipment. 
Father  Alfred  Boedekker,  founder  of  St. 
Anthony's,  gave  a  brief  history  of  the  organ- 
ization which  serves  the  poor.  Father  Louis 
Vitale,  provincial  of  the  Franciscan's  wes- 
tern province,  blessed  the  new  facilities, 
calling  the  efforts  of  those  who  serve  the 
poor  "a  little  candle  in  a  dark  society  which 
is  rapidly  developing  a  reputation  of  being 
cold  toward  those  who  are  poor. ' ' 

G.L.O.E.  NOTES.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Out- 
reach to  Elders  will  kick  off  its  second  year 
with  a  buffet  luncheon  and  dance  Saturday, 
Oct.  8  at  12:30  p.m.  at  San  Francisco  Home 
Health,  225  30th  St.  in  the  Noe  Valley  area. 
G.L.O.E.  sponsors  ongoing  social  events  to 
provide  older  gays  with  opportunities  to  get 
together,  make  new  friends  and  interact 
with  younger  members  of  the  lesbian/gay 
community  who  are  G.L.O.E.  volunteers. 
The  outreach  program  currently  is  forming  a 
cooking  class  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  aged 
60  and  older.  Purpose  is  to  teach  partici- 
pants how  to  cook  simple,  economica  meals. 


photo  after  mugging  opponents. 

Coach  Don  Feezer  went  the  distance  at  the 
mound  for  the  win,  but  the  biggest  winner  of 
the  day  were  Tenderloin  kids.  The  first 
annual  benefit  game  netted  over  $800  for  the 
Tenderloin  Childcare  Center  with  a  portion 
going  to  the  Times. 

Juggler  Ray  Jason  and  a  group  of  San 
Francisco  clowns  provided  some  redundant 
comic  relief  during  a  fourth  inning  stretch  to 
the  thrills  of  the  kids  in  attendance. 

The  group  will  meet  the  first  and  third 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  beginning  Oct. 
5.  For  more  information  on  the  lunch  or  the 
cooking  group,  call  626-7000. 

KID  READERS.  San  Francisco  children,  in- 
cluding many  from  the  Tenderloin,  were 
given  certificates  and  Giants  baseball  tickets 
for  participating  in  the  Public  Library's 
summer  reading  program.  Following  a  base- 
ball theme,  each  child  read  nine  books  for 
nine  innings;  some  read  far  more  —  one  girl 
finished  50  volumes.  The  youngest  reader 
was  a  three-year  old  who  was  carried  up  by 
her  father  to  receive  her  award. 

END  SHORTS.  The  Aarti  Cooperative  will 
hold  an  open  house  Saturday,  Oct.  16  from  1 
to  4  p.m.  The  Aarti  is  a  40-room  residential 
hotel  cooperative  at  391  Leavenworth  which 
has  been  renovated  and  features  community 
rooms  on  each  floor  and  a  roof  garden.  All 
are  welcome.  .  .  Residents  of  the  Dalt  and 
William  Penn  hotels  held  a  joint  meeting  on 
Sept.  27  to  combine  efforts  in  negotiating 
with  their  common  landlord,  the  G  &  K 
Management  Co. 


rooms  available  at  the 

AARTI  COOPERATIVE 
HOTEL 
391  Leavenworth 

•  a  40  room  recently  renovated  residential 
hotel 

•  three  community  rooms  with  kitchens 

•  award-winning  roof  garden 

•  working  towards  Co-op  self  management 

•  each  resident  expected  to  put  five  hours  per 
week  into  Co-op  work 

•  $160  per  month  rent 

For  more  information,  call  776-2151  or 
928-9699 


HUNGER  FOR  LIFE 


Time  s  chill  bracelets 
Slip  slyly  over 

The  gnarled  knuckles  of  the  aged, 
As  the  wall-to-wall  dreariness 
Of  their  "leisure  worlds"  close  in 
On  frail  seniors,  huddling 
In  cold  corners  of  the  Tenderloin. 

The  dank  scents  of  isolation  and  despair 

Pollute  their  breathing  space; 

Their  life's  achievements,  brief  memos, 

Buried  in  the  soggy  sentiment 

Of  sob-sister  tabloids; 

Their  span  of  days  invested  in  people-watching, 

From  the  narrow  gamut  of  grimy  windows 

In  hollow-eyed  hostelries; 

Gazing  on  a  sprinkling  of  dusty  marquees 

Concealing  the  scabrous  sidewalks  of  the  area. 

(The  quality  of  mercy  is  not  strained; 

It  droppeth  on  their  heads  like  acid  rain). 

Excluded  from  the  lotus  eaters' 

Paradises  in  suburbia,  those  condo-mondos 

Of  the  moneyed, 

They  suffer  the  economic  water-torture 
Of  officialdom's  trickle-down  theories: 
Twin  traumas  of  poverty  and  illness; 
Small  wonder,  they  conjure  with  the  spirits— 
In  more  ways  than  one  —  via  channels 
Evangelical  or  alcoholic  indulgence, 
Defeated  in  the  constant  struggle 
With  the  intangibles  of  fate. 

Greybeards  glumly  eye  the  Andromeda  strain 
In  their  flippant  off-spring, 
The-free-wheeling  jug-and-jaguar  generation, 
Drag-racing  on  the  off-ramps  of  life; 
Yet,  hopefully,  they  pass  the  torch  of  democracy 
To  younger,  eager  hands  —  fresh  torch-bearers 
In  the  Olympics  of  tomorrow. 
Hoary-headed  habitues  of  the  Tenderloin, 
Recount  the  dramas  played  in  the  hippodrome 
Of  its  hurdy-gurdy  past,  intact  in  the  camera  of 

memory, 

Featuring  its  famous  names  and  landmarks 

Turning  back  the  clock  as  a  design  for  life, 

While  legislators  do  likewise  as  a  design  for  death. 

Anna  Krivonic 


Tenderloin  Writer 


THE  YOUNG  AND  RESTLESS 

I've  given  up  T.V.  — 

it's  simply  too  phoney. 
Instead,  I'll  listen 

to  the  lovers  next  door. 
The  walls  cannot  contain  them. 
They  cry  and  yell. 
I  am  roused. 

"You  don't  love  .  .  . 
the  money's  gone  .  . 
what  shall  we  do  .  .  .  ." 
Pieces  jiggle  into  place 

with  cliff-hanging  pace. 
I  sit  on  the  edge  of  my  chair, 
aroused. 

The  walls  shake  with  tearful  moans. 
"You  hate  me  .  .  . 
no  one  loves  me  .  .  . 
and  the  money's  gone  . 
The  mournful  story  unwinds. 
One  misery  follows  another. 
This  is  becoming  too  depressing. 
I  can't  change  the  channel. 

Oh  no  .  .  . 
real  life  is  worse  than  T.V.! 

Lee  Balan 


BACKYARD  SANCHEZ  STREET 
(San  Francisco) 

Calla  lilies 

stiff  as  cloth  napkins 

unfurl  in  our  backyard. 

I  cut  their  long  green  throats 

on  Saturday  for  Sunday 

when  spiders  crawl  from  church. 

Laundry  day 
my  neighbor, 
the  blind  nurse 
hangs  dingy 
underwear  on  the  line 
like  Chinese  lanterns. 

My  life  is  death 

when  I  make  a  brave  descent 

down  the  back  stairs, 

two  bone-braking  floors 

of  rotten  wood. 

Blackberries  creep 

down  a  fallen  fence 

from  my  neighbor's  yard. 

The  juice  on  my  finger 

is  blood  from  the  prickly  vine.  - 

My  eyes  are  filled 

with  sawdust 

as  I  amputate 

a  half-dead  peach  tree. 

Thick  slimy  snails 

cling  to  a  rain-soaked  couch, 

and  sinful  mattress 

the  whore  discarded 

when  evicted. 

August  on  the  back  porch. 
Lucifer-red  geraniums 
explode  from  a  bucket 
like  a  fountain  of  fire. 

Birds  fly  over  this  cat  house 
after  Oliver 
plucked  a  sparrow 
and  ate  the  bones. 

Roland  Forte 


The  Tenderloin  Writers  Workshop  meets 
every  Wednesday  at  7  p.m.  at  Hospitality 
House,  146  Leavenworth.  It  is  free  and  open 
anyone. 


All  works  Copy 


come  to  san  francisco 

City  without  new  sports  area 

stadium  plans  pending 
Men  and  women  discuss 
_  city's  major  problems 
Fifty  percent  homeless 

rains  are  coming 
Shelters  closing  officials 

seek  appropriate  answers 
Government  reducing  vital 

social  service  programs 
Homeless  ones  no  place 

to  concentrate 
Street  persons  rely  on 

unrealistic  resources 
Tourist  observe  the  surface 

passing  beautiful  scenic  routes 
Lights  are  bright  yet  so  dim 

people's  future  just  isn't  right 
People  request  action 

no  sufficient  conclusion  yet 
Burning  desire 
White  castle  propose 

another  budget  cut 
Actor  with  no  effective 

solutions  to  people's  problems 
November  coming  changing 

of  the  guards 
Is  it  an  endless  struggle 

to  change  the  system 
Seems  justice  lies  in  another 

hemisphere  unknown  to  us. 

Ezekiel  L.  J.  Ward 


A  QUESTION 

I'm  hungry,  I'm  restless,  I'm  sick, 
I  hurt  and  I  don't  have  a  decent  place 
to  sleep.  How  can  those,  who've  got  it 
made,  say  it's  no  concern  of  theirs?  I 
was  born  innocent;  the  world  made  me  this 
way.  The  social  worker  said  I  wasn't 
qualified  for  aid,  because  I  couldn't 
prove  I  was  born.  The  problem  is,  only  I 
and  perhaps  God,  if  there  is  one,  know  of 
these  things  for  sure.  I'm  too  weary  for 
the  red  tape.  Still,  I'm  hungry,  I'm 
restless,  I'm  sick,  I  hurt  and  I  don't 
have  a  decent  place  to  sleep.  How  can 
those,  who've  got  it  made,  say  it's  no 
concern  of  theirs?  Is  this  really 
America? 

An  advocate:  Joel  Thomas 


OLD  MAGAZINES  &  PAPER  ITEMS 
BOUGHT  AND  SOLD 

Girly  —  Movie  —  Rock  —  Fashion  —  etc. 
Noon  to  7  PM,  Mon  to  Fri 
839  Larkin  at  Geary,  441-7737 


LENVJN  &  GESMER 
attorneys 

General  civil  Practice,  incl.  Personal 
Injury,  Landlord-Tenant  &  Consumer  Law 

1242  Market  Street  (bet.  8th  and  9th) 
626-1242 


H«*ted  Pool 


P«it«ur«nt 


Cocku.lt 


CARAVAN  LODGE 

One  o/  The  Cities  Most  Beautiful  Acres 
Color  TV,  AM,  FM  Radiot    Downtown  Civic  Cantar  Location 
Th«  Aduli    TV  Movki  in  Color 


BOB  HAWKS 
G«M*r«l  Mono(»f 


601  EDDY  AT  LARKIN 
Sen  ftonciKo  94109 
(413)  774-1380 
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THE  UNDERCLASS  ENRAGED 

The  Underclass  enraged 
Like  a  kettle  on  the  boil 
Cannot  be  kept  encaged 
Nor  from  fire  does  it  recoil 
The  unemployed  reserved 
The  lumpenproletariat  will 
Give  the  state  what  it  deserves 
They  will  destroy  and  bury  it! 

We've  been  disregarded 
In  the  land  that  has  so  much 
And  the  warehouses  are  guarded 
Full  of  food  we  cannot  touch 
Left  to  starve  and  freeze 
Harrassed  at  the  constable's  whim 
We  suffer  from  disease 
And  our  bodies  become  slim 

You  walk  a  hair-thin  line 

You  demons  of  the  dollar 

But  we  will  not  resign 

To  our  wretched  lives  of  squalor 

Your  methods  are  abhorrent 

But  you  cannot  repulse 

This  mighty  raging  torrent 

It  will  crush  your  limbs  &  skulls! 

The  rich  man's  days  are  numbered 
They'll  fall  before  our  wrath 
Undeterred  &  unencumbered 
We'll  kill  all  who  block  our  path! 
This  system  that  wastes  labor 
Is  destined  to  give  way 
To  one  of  "Love  thy  neighbor" 
Of  the  circle  'round  the  "A" 

Jeff  Houston 


END 

The  sun  goes  down  for  a  finale 

The  fiesta  air  as  its  final  ware 

The  last  morsels,  fragments  of  dinner 

As  before,  or  the  last  minute  before  creation 

The  waterfalls  start  to  move  in  the  opposite 

Windfall  draining  a  sea  soul 

My  numbered  words 

Heartbeats  painted  as  sound  churning 

Its  way  back  to  the  sky 

The  bastion  of  last  flowers 

Anything 

I  will  decide  not  to  go  mad 
I  will  decide  to  write  a  poem 

Enrique  Reynoza,  Jr. 


words  thicker  than  water 
lumber 

the  trees  made  from  them 
the  watery  divide 

the  tunnel  of  trees 
she  follows 

the  black  ant  speck  of  her  memory 
outside  the  dark 

this  man  has  a  new  car 

and  he's  shot  a  rough  photo  of  himself 

halfway  through  the  air 

with  rosy  cheeks 

Marsha  Campbell 


CAT  CLIMBINGS 

Up  to  the  heavens 
In  shoes  of  loving  heart, 
Up  cat-like  into 
Places  where  eagles  only 
Dream  of, 

Higher,  forever  pumping 

Cat-climbing  claws 

And  loving  views 

For  all  time, 

Real  blessing  of 

Time  for  thought  passages 

And  glad  that  glory 

Belonged  only  to  those 

Fleeting  moments  of  true 

Splendor. 

Pauline  Rothstein 


I  LOOK  UNDER  THE  BLUE  VASE 

I  look  under  the  blue  vase  for  the 
missing  key.  Sure  I  will  find  it, 
I  am  disappointed  again. 
But  I  have  found  something. 
I  have  found  that  it  is  not  there. 
This  allows  me  to  find  where  it  is. 

I  was  looking  for  you  in  New  York  City. 
I  found  that  you  were  not  there. 
Certainly,  New  York  City  does  not  sit 
beneath  a  blue  vase. 
The  situations  are  not  comparable. 

But  the  Zen  master  exposes  the  myth. 

I  found  that  you  were  not  in  New  York  City, 

Yet,  you  really  were  there. 

The  contradiction  in  reality, 

Composed  of  two  truths,  revealed 

The  New  York  City  you  never  knew  before. 

Now,  I  have  never  been  to  New  York  City. 

How  dare  I  say  that  I  have  looked  for  you  there? 

Still  it  is  true  in  the  sense 

that  I  saw  pictures  in  my  head, 

Pictures  of  New  York  City, 

And  you  were  not  in  them. 

But  don't  worry,  nobody  else  was  either. 

I  was  too  far  away  to  look  closely: 

Now  when  you  are  disappointed, 

because  of  something  you  do  not  have  that  you  want, 

You  may  remember  that  you  have  it, 

Because  you  can  see  it  and  feel  it  in  your  mind, 

even  though  it  is  not  there.  Where? 

What  you  want  is  to  have  it  where  you  want  it, 
and  not  anywhere, 

Which  is  especially  difficult  with  Romance 
Because  when  you  have  it, 
You  have  it  everywhere, 

And  not  necessarily  only  in  the  spot  where  you  want 

it. 


I  remember  this 
When  the  phone  rings, 
I  am  always  hoping  it  v 


and 
will  be  you. 


Emily  Cutler 


EMPATHY 

To  care  about  the  needs  of  others, 

To  consider  others  sisters  and  brothers, 

To  feel  someone's  hunger, 

To  soothe  someone's  anger, 

To  provide  the  homeless  a  home, 

To  love  enough  to  write  a  poem, 

To  care  enough  and  give  your  best, 

To  provide  clothes,  food  and  rest, 

Is  to  emit  the  feeling  empathy, 

Not  charity  and  sympathy. 

To  relate  to  someone's  needs  or  need 

Should  be  every  human's  creed. 

To  give  and  share  without  seeking  repayment, 

To  give  love  freely  is  a  compliment, 

A  compliment  to  the  spirit  of-man, 

It's  embers  by  love  you  fan. 

Fan  from  nothing  to  a  roaring  flame, 

To  live  life  without  playing  a  game. 

Henry  J.  August 


345  TAYLOR  STREET  TELEPHONE 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  941 02  41 5-673-2332 

TolUrM  r*MrvalKX\«  USA  (800)  227-4074.  California  (800)  622-0873 
TELEX  470  CM— AfiK  Ul 


(415)  771-8755 


Vecckio  Ciquors 


FINE  WINES  ANO  SPIRITS 


JOSEPH  WAYNE 
Proprietor 


374  GOLDEN  GATE  AVE 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94102 


K  &  S  Trading  Co. 

Stop  In  and  See  Our  Large  Selection  of: 

Housewares 
Quality  Used  Furniture 

Appliances 
Now  Open  at  317  Hyde 
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Illegal  Evictions  Common  in  Tenderloin 


(Editors  note:  This  column  marks  a  return  to 
our  past  practice  of  having  a  regular  column 
on  tenant's  rights.  The  column  will  be 
written  by  staff  members  of  the  Tenderloin 
Housing  Clinic.  Contact  Randy  Shaw  at  295 
Eddy  Street,  474-2164  if  you  have  questions 
about  the  issues  raised  in  this  column. ) 

If  you  were  forced  to  move  without  good 
reason  after  living  in  a  building  for  less  than 
30  days,  you  are  among  the  thousands  of 
neighborhood  residents  who  are  routinely 
wrongfully  evicted  from  their  homes. 

Although  the  effects  of  wrongful  evictions 
are  well  known  —  forced  evictions  every  two 
weeks,  employment  efforts  disrupted,  lost 
mail  and  checks  —many  residents  are  not 
aware  of  what  conduct  constitutes  a  wrong- 
ful eviction.  Here  are  a  few  examples: 

1.  A  landlord  files  an  eviction  complaint 
against  a  tenant,  but  violates  the  law  by  not 
serving  the  tenant  with  the  complaint.  The 
tenant  does  not  learn  of  the  proceedings 
against  them  until  a  sheriff's  notice  is  posted 
on  their  door.  The  tenant  is  then  "legally" 
evicted  by  the  sheriff  or  moves  out  once  the 
notice  is  posted.  (Residents  of  the  City 
Center  Hotel  should  be  particularly  on  guard 
against  such  tactics.) 

2.  A  landlord  locks  out  a  tenant  who  has 
lived  in  the  building  less  than  30  days,  even 
when  there  is  no  "just  cause"  for  such 
eviction.  Contrary  to  what  many  landlords 
tell  tenants,  this  act  is  a  wrongful  eviction. 

Safeway  Closing 

continued  from  page  1 

control  the  site  with  a  long-term  lease. 

Safeway  representatives  say  the  closure  is 
necessary  because  the  store  is  losing  money 
and  because  they  have  just  opened  a  new 
store,  the  biggest  in  northern  California,  at 
Fillmore  and  Geary.  "We  need  larger 
square  footage  to  carry  out  our  marketing 
plan  and  to  make  money,"  Jim  Bible, 
Safeway  s  head  of  retail  operations  for  the 
region  told  the  Times.  "We  haven't  been 
able  to  both  serve  the  community  and  make 
money  (at  the  Bush  Street  store)  and  the  two 
have  to  go  hand  in  hand." 

"I  don't  think  we're  moving  out  of  the 
community,"  Bible  added,  saying  that  the 
new  Fillmore  store  would  serve  more  people 
with  a  greater  variety  of  products  and  that 
he  expected  Tenderloin  residents  would 
make  the  trek. 

The  demonstrators  had  a  different  view 
however.  "This  is  a  hard  blow,"  said 
resident  Olivia  Gersaba.  "Seniors  can't  go 
up  the  hill"  and  get  to  the  new  store  a  mile 
away. 

"This  is  our  grocery  store;  we  know  the 
people,  they're  like  family  —  Mario  and 
George  .  .  .,"  said  eleven-year  resident 
Anthony  Jackson,  pausing  to  take  a  break 
from  picket  duty.  "We  come  here  all  the 
time;  I'm  in  here  at  least  four  times  a  week 
and  spend  $20  to  $30." 

The  closing  of  the  store  continues  a  trend  by 
Safeway  and  other  major  chains  towards 
fewer  and  larger  "super  super-markets" 
rather  than  greater  numbers  of  smaller 
neighborhood  outlets.  Safeway  represen- 
tative Bible  said  that  his  region,  which 
includes  northern  California  and  Hawaii,  has 
gone  from  300  to  180  stores  in  recent  years. 


3.  A  General  Assistance  recipient  is  given  a 
voucher  to  live  at  a  certain  hotel.  At  the 
conclusion  of  their  initial  two-week  stay,  the 
tenant  decides  to  live  in  the  hotel  on  a  perm- 
anent basis.  The  landlord  denies  the  tenant 
the  right  to  become  a  permanent  resident 
and  locks  the  tenant  out.  If  there  is  no  "just 
cause"  for  the  eviction,  a  landlord's  refusal 
to  rent  to  a  tenant  following  the  expiration  of 
the  voucher  period  is  an  act  of  wrongful 
eviction. 

The  difference  between  an  illegal  lockout 
and  a  wrongful  eviction  is  that  wrongful 
evictions  arise  from  the  San  Francisco  Rent 
Ordinance  rather  than  state  law.  Tenants 
who  have  lived  in  a  building  under  30  days 
are  protected  by  city  law  but  are  generally 
unprotected  by  state  law. 

The  key  issue  in  determining  whether  a 
tenant  who  has  lived  in  a  building  for  less 
than  30  days  has  been  wrongfully  evicted  is 
the  reason  for  the  eviction.  According  to  the 
Rent  Ordinance,  a  wrongful  eviction  is  any 
eviction  brought  for  other  than  a  "just 
cause."  These  causes  include  nonpayment 
of  rent  and  nuisance,  the  reasons  most  often 
used  by  landlords  to  evict  tenants.  (Tenants 
who  are  even  one  hour  late  paying  their  rent 
can  be  lawfully  locked  out  during  the  first  29 
days  of  their  tenancy.) 

The  remedy  for  a  wrongful  eviction  differs 
from  an  illegal  lockout  since  the  police  will 
not  require  a  landlord  to  restore  a  wrongfully 
evicted  tenant  to  possession,  as  they  should 


TRAINING 

A  volunteer  assists  a  woman  with  her  arm 
exercises,  a  couple  helps  an  older  man  to 
shave,  a  woman  works  with  a  blind  man  on 
his  correspondence,  another  has  a  telephone 
conversation  with  a  home-bound  senior. 

These  Tenderloin  residents  are  linked  with 
each  other  through  Tenderloin  Elder- 
Friends,  a  new  volunteer  program  which 
trains  people  to  do  friendly  visiting  and 
assist  seniors  in  need  (or  ongoing  needs  like 
those  mentioned),  and  to  be  hosts  or 
hostesses  for  weekly  residential  groups. 

The  ElderFriends  program  was  launched  in 
May  of  this  year  after  its  first  series  of 
training  classes  for  volunteers.  Volunteers 
have  since  become  friendly  visitors  for  21 
Tenderloin  seniors. 

Tenderloin  ElderFriends  will  offer  a  four- 
week  training  series  for  new  volunteers  and 
other  interested  persons  beginning  Satur- 
day, October  8th.  The  classes  will  be  held  on 
four  Saturday  afternoons  from  1  pm  to  4  pm 
in  the  Peter  and  Paul  Room  of  St.  Boniface 
Church,  135  Golden  Gate  Avenue.  The 
needs  of  older  persons,  communication 
skills,  Tenderloin  resources,  practical  tips 
for  visitors,  and  safety  issues  will  be 
discussed  during  the  series.  Upon  comple- 
tion, interested  volunteers  will  be  matched 
with  seniors  who  have  requested  assistance. 
The  classes  are  free  and  without  obligation. 

Tenderloin  ElderFriends  is  a  non-sectarian 
organization  sponsored  by  S.F.  Network 
Ministries,  St.  Boniface  Parish,  the  Visiting 
Nurse  Association,  and  Catholic  Social  Ser- 
vice. For  more  information  and  to  sign  up  for 
the  class,  please  contact  one  of  the  Elder- 
Friends coordinators:  Betsy  Lamb  at  S.F. 
Network  Ministries,  989-6097,  or  Kris  Bruun 
at  the  VNA,  861-8705. 


in  the  case  of  a  lock-out.  Rather,  the  tenant 
must  sue  the  landlord  for  damages  following 
a  wrongful  eviction.  Such  lawsuits  can  be 
quite  lucrative,  since  city  law  provides 
tenants  with  not.  less  than  three  times  their 
actual  damages  plus  attorney's  fees. 

The  importance  of  suing  landlords  for 
wrongful  eviction  cannot  be  understated. 
Thousands  of  neighborhood  residents  are 
routinely  forced  to  leave  their  homes  every 
two  weeks,  totally  disrupting  efforts  to  find 
employment  and  to  stabilize  their  lives.  The 
only  way  to  stop  landlords  from  continuing 
this  practice  is  to  make  it  unprofitable  for 
them  to  do  so,  which  a  series  of  lawsuits 
against  them  can  accomplish  (often  the 
threat  of  a  lawsuit  is  sufficient  to  prevent  a 
tenant's  wrongful  eviction). 

Jobs  Hard  to  Find 
for  TL  Residents 

continued  from  page  10 

found  their  jobs  through  Hospitality  House, 
and  were  unemployed  prior  to  working  at  the 
Ramada.  It  is  not  known  how  many  of  the 
other  five  had  been  unemployed.  These  nine 
men  worked  for  an  average  of  less  than 
three  months  each. 

In  response  to  a  phone  call  from  the  Mayor's 
office,  hotel  project  director  Chris  MacDon- 
ald  says  he  will  initiate  a  planning  process 
"within  90  days"  to  pin  down  how  Tender- 
loin residents  will  be  trained  and  hired  to  fill 
some  of  the  expected  615  permanent  jobs  at 
the  Ramada. 

According  to  Swinerton  &  Wallberg  repre- 
sentative Jack  Usen,  the  hotel  should  be 
open  in  nine  months. 

Gail  Goodman  from  the  Mayor's  Office  of 
Housing  and  Economic  Development  said 
that  she  is  confident  that  a  "large  majority" 
of  the  expected  615  jobs  would  be  suitable 
for  unskilled  people  such  as  Tenderloin 
residents. 

But  no  specific  goals  have  been  set  for  the 
number  of  Tenderloin  residents  to  be  hired. 
Nor  have  any  concrete  plans  been  made  for 
their  training  and  hiring. 


A  Co-ed  Co-op  at 
The  Heart  of  the  City 


•  private  rooms 

•  downtown  location 

•  commuter  connections 

•  2  fine  meals  dally 

•  weekly  maid  service 

•  snack  canteen 

•  2  spacious  lounges 

(smoking  ft  non-smokingi 

•  sun  deck  •  laundry  facilities 

•  option  to  participate 

In  management  process 

•  24-hour  desk  service 


accomodations  for  single  women 
for  single  men 
for  parent  with  onechild 

All  for 
$325  -375  per  Month 

or  $100  per  Week 


Civic  Center  Residence 

44  McAllister  St.  431-2870 
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Homeless 

continued  from  page  1 

the  physical  and  mental  well-being  of  the 
tenants. 


4  'The  situation  at  the  City  Center  is  scanda- 
lous,*' said  Sara  Colm,  a  member  of  the 
committee  and  an  organizer  for  the  North  of 
Market  Planning  Coalition,  who  is  fre- 
quently called  to  the  troubled  hotel  to  deal 
with  tenant  problems.  1  'The  most  frustrating 
thing  about  it  is  that  these  problems  have 
been  going  on  for  months  and  have  been 
pointed  out  to  the  City  since  May  and 
nothing  has  been  done." 

"Things  were  really  bad  here  —  there  was 
garbage  in  the  halls  and  they  were  moving 
people  out  every  28  days  and  harassing 
tenants,"  said  resident  Marcello  Mundine. 
"We  tenants  got  together  and  were  able  to 
put  a  stop  to  some  of  this,  so  things  have 
gotten  a  little  better.  But  the  problems 
haven't  ended." 

Mundine  says  that  he  was  himself  threat- 
ened with  being  locked-out  and  had  to  call 
police  to  prevent  the  illegal  eviction. 

Whatever  the  problems  at  a  specific  hotel, 
Colm  feels  that  housing  families  with  as 
many  as  eight  or  nine  members  in  a  single 
hotel  room  designed  for  one  or  two  people  is 
"inhumane  and  inappropriate." 

"Families  deserve  better  treatment  than 
this.  This  kind  of  overcrowding  produces 
severe  tension  between  tenants  and  man- 
agement and  within  families.  And  the  City  is 
doing  nothing  to  really  help  these  families 
move  on  to  better  situations.  They're  stuck 
in  a  bad  place  and  can't  get  out  because  they 
can  never  get  enough  money  together  to  put 
down  a  deposit  on  an  apartment.  Their 
welfare  checks  just  don't  pay  enough." 

The  City's  Department  of  Social  Services 
manages  a  private  fund  donated  by  founda- 
tions and  corporations  which  is  supposed  to 
help  families  with  paying  first  and  last 
month's  rent  and  other  one-time  financial 
needs.  But  Colm  says  the  program  is 
understaffed  and  overly  restrictive,  pre- 
venting many  families  from  being  helped. 

Operators  of  the  four  private  shelters  funded 
by  the  City  under  the  mayor's  homeless 
program  report  that  they  are  turning  away 
as  many  as  50  people  total  per  night  and 
that  they  are  always  filled  to  capacity.  They 
blame  this  primarily  on  the  failure  of  the 
City's  welfare  program  to  grant  General 
Assistance  benefits  to  people  in  need.  They 
cite  restrictive  regulations,  arbitrary  deci- 
sions by  eligibility  workers,  administrative 
pressure  on  workers  to  cut  costs  and  depart- 
mental understaffing  as  prime  causes. 

Dick  Park  of  the  Central  City  Shelter 
Network  is  greatly  concerned  by  the  short- 
comings of  the  City's  program.  "We  have 
had  a  continuing  lack  of  cooperation  from 
the  administration  of  the  Department  of 
Social  Services  in  helping  us  to  meet  the 
needs  of  homeless  people.  The  best  minds  in 
meteorology  are  saying  that  this  winter  is 
going  to  be  even  worse  than  last  year  and 
that  the  rains  are  coming  earlier.  I  really 
question  whether  the  City  is  prepared  to 
deal  with  increasing  numbers  of  homeless 
people  that  we  will  undoubtedly  be  exper- 
iencing in  very  short  order." 

Another  issue  of  concern  to  service  provi- 
ders working  with  the  homeless  is  the  lack  of 
facilities  for  mentally  disturbed  homeless 
people.   San  Francisco  Support  Services 


operates  the  50-room  Riviera  Hotel  in  the 
Tenderloin  for  people  with  psychological 
problems. 

But  according  to  the  program's  Wayne 
Kwitney,  "For  every  person  we  take  in, 
there  are  many  more  who  we  don't  have 
space  for.  For  those  that  remain  on  the 
street,  the  situation  is  critical." 

A  1982  study  by  San  Francisco  General 
Hospital  estimated  that  at  least  700  "chron- 
ically psychiatrically  and  socially  impaired" 
homeless  people  live  in  the  Tenderloin  and 
South  of  Market  areas  alone. 

One  third  of  all  admissions  to  Community 
Mental  Health  Services  (CHMS)  beds  are  to 
homeless  persons,  according  to  a  1982 
CHMS  study.  Because  of  overcrowding  in 
the  hospitals  CHMS  is  forced  to  release 
people  sooner  than  is  desirable  because 
more  severely  disturbed  people  waiting  in 
the  emergency  room  must  be  admitted. 
CHMS  estimates  that  200  to  300  people  that 
should  be  involuntarily  hospitalized  because 
they  are  a  danger  to  themselves  or  others  or 
incapable  of  caring  for  themselves  are  living 
on  the  streets  at  any  one  time.  The  police 
don't  bring  them  in  because  there  are  not 
enough  beds  at  SFGH. 

"There  is  no  unit  to  deal  with  severely 
disturbed  people  —  they  get  treated  like 
everyone  else,"  says  General  Hospital 
emergency  room  worker  Frank  Knight. 
"There  should  be  a  system  to  deal  with 
people  clearly  caught  in  the  cracks  —  people 
that  are  not  admittable  to  the  hospitable,  or 
if  admitted  are  released  before  they  are 
really  helped,  or  people  that  can't  handle  the 
backup  shelter  system  because  they  are 
paranoid  or  delusional.  These  are  the  people 
that  have  no  chance  of  getting  on  G.A. 
unless  they  receive  a  lot  of  help  —  DSS  has 
more  ways  to  get  people  off  of  G.A.  than 
on." 

With  the  backup  shelters  overflowing,  more 
and  more  homeless  people  are  making  their 
way  to  the  Emergency  Room  at  General 
Hospital,  where  they  sit  up  all  night  in  the 
waiting  room.  "I  can  tell  immediately  when 


there  is  a  breakdown  in  the  shelter  or  food 
system,  like  Martin  de  Porres  being  closed, 
because  then  we  suddenly  have  many  more 
people  hanging  out  in  the  waiting  room  or 
trying  to  get  a  bag  lunch  from  us,"  says 
emergency  room  worker  Knight. 

"We  get  people  nobody  else  wants  to  take 
here  at  the  Emergency  Room,"  Knight 
adds.  "A  fair  amount  of  people  come  here 
whose  greatest  need  is  for  shelter.  Many 
have  been  rejected  from  G.A.  or  turned 
away  from  the  shelters." 

Harry  du  Ruyter  of  Salvation  Army  says  that 
the  inability  of  many  people  to  get  General 
Assistance  has  caused  backlogs  in  his  social 
service  and  shelter  programs.  "People  do 
not  get  helped.  They  go  and  apply  and  are 
told  to  wait  three  weeks  before  they  get 
assistance  and  that  keeps  them  homeless," 
Du  Ruyter  said,  adding  that  welfare  workers 
tell  applicants  "to  go  to  Salvation  Army  and 
they'll  get  you  a  hotel.  But  the  City  should 
be  giving  hotel  vouchers  to  those  people 
under  the  terms  of  the  mayor's  program." 
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Jobs  Hard  to  Find  for  TL  Residents 


Staff  and  participants  of  St.  Anthony's  Workforce  program. 


by  Wade  Hudson 

Living  in  the  Tenderloin  and  being  out  of 
work  can  be  difficult. 

But  trying  desperately  day  after  day  to  find 
work  and  not  being  able  to  do  so  can  drive  a 
person  up  the  wall. 

The  competition  for  jobs  is  intense.  For  each 
opening,  there  are  many  qualified  people. 

According  to  government  statistics,  11,500 
Tenderloin  residents,  or  60%  of  the  adults 
living  here,  are  not  employed. 

But  only  1600  of  these  11,500  out-of-work 
people  are  officially  considered  "unem- 
ployed," because  the  government  counts 
only  those  still  looking  for  work. 

The  other  9,900  out-of-work  people  are 
mainly  seniors,  the  disabled,  "discouraged 
workers"  who  have  stopped  looking,  welfare 
recipients,  and  people  who  are  supported  by 
a  wife,  husband,  or  lover. 

It  is  impossible  to  determine  how  many  of 
these  people  would  work  if  they  had  a  decent 
opportunity.  But  not  counting  the  seniors, 
the  disabled,  and  AFDC  clients,  and  count- 
ing 1400  "discouraged  workers,"  there  are 
an  estimated  3,000  unemployed  in  the 
Tenderloin.  This  is  a  27%  unemployment 
rate. 

Taken  together  the  Tenderloin  and  the  South 
of  Market  have  the  highest  official  unem- 
ployment rate  in  the  City. 

Yet  City  Hall  has  done  little  directly  to  help 
the  3,000  unemployed  of  the  Tenderloin, 
leaving  this  burden  chiefly  on  the  shoulders 
of  St.  Anthony's  Employment  Service, 
whose  main  program  at  the  moment  is 
Workforce. 

Workforce  is  a  casual  labor  program  offering 
short-term  housecleaning,  yardwork  and 
moving  jobs  at  $4  to  $5  per  hour  to  some 
fifteen  men  a  day.  Recently,  these  men  have 
been  averaging  about  $450  a  month  in 
wages. 

"I  was  desperate,"  Juma  Ostuwar,  an 
Afghani  refugee,  told  the  Times.  "I  went 
everywhere  looking  for  work.  I  didn't  want 
to  go  on  the  street,  but  I  was  running  out  of 
money.  One  day  I  walked  by  and  saw  the  line 
for  the  Dining  Room  and  then  I  saw  the  sign, 
'Employment  Service'  and  walked  in."  Now 
he  works  three  to  five  times  a  week  and  has 
been  doing  it  for  a  year. 

"I  just  make  enough  to  pay  rent  and  buy 

food.  I  don't  go  to  movies  or  go  socializing.  I 
can't  afford  it." 

Jim  Alden  used  to  work  through  Workforce 
and  keeps  coming  to  Workforce  meetings 
even  though  he  now  has  a  permanent  job 
which  Workforce  helped  him  locate.  "You 
have  to  look  successful  before  you  can  be 
successful"  he  says.  "But  when  you  show  a 
lot  of  initiative  and  interest,  something 
comes  your  way.  This  office  is  a  very  good 
asset.  It's  important  for  people  to  know  that 
guys  who've  been  working  here  feel  better 
and  look  better." 

With  unemployment  the  way  it  is,  Work- 
force  has   no  problem   getting  qualified 
workers.  No  advertising  is  necessary. 
Jerry  Burke,  Workforce  job  developer,  who 
himself  lived  on  the  street  for  more  than  two 


years  before  coming  to  the  program,  says 
that  if  a  person  is  really  serious  and  has 
enough  patience,  they  usually  will  be  able  to 
get  work.  "It  took  me  a  couple  of  months  to 
get  on  here.  But  a  lot  of  people  don't  have 
the  stability  or  the  patience." 

Workforce  interviews  applicants  twice  a 
week  on  Monday  and  Wednesday  at  111 
Golden  Gate.  The  line  starts  forming  around 
12:30  pm.  Based  upon  the  initial  interview, 
employment  counselor  Rick  Ennis  deter- 
mines whether  the  person  will  work  out  and 
invites  the  applicant  to  come  back  and  join 
the  stand-by  force. 

Anyone  interested  in  obtaining  labor 
through  Workforce  can  call  Burke  at  431- 
7351. 

The  City  has  done  little  for  the  Tenderloin  in 
terms  of  jobs  programs,  according  to  neigh- 
borhood service  workers.  "It's  just  outra- 
geous," says  Claudia  Viekf  Chair  of  the 
North  of  Market  Development  Corporation's 
Jobs  Committee.  "Outside  of  the  Summer 
Youth  program,  there  are  no  employment  or 
training  programs  in  the  Tenderloin  despite 
repeated  applications  for  funding  from  the 
neighborhood." 

Eunice  Elton,  head  of  the  Mayor's  Office  for 
Employment  and  Training,  says  that  in  the 
last  11  months,  232  Tenderloin  residents 
have  enrolled  in  City  jobs  programs.  Those 
232  people  were  six  percent  of  the  total 
enrollment.  About  five  percent  of  the  City's 
officially  unemployed  live  in  the  Tenderloin. 

Earlier  this  year,  Hospitality  House  was  the 
only  Tenderloin  agency  to  apply  for  funds  for 
job  development  from  the  $8  million  Com- 
munity Development  pot.  The  proposal  was 
denied  and  no  explanation  for  the  rejection 
was  ever  given  despite  a  written  request  by 
House  director  Doreen  Gaedtke. 

In  response  to  enormous  public  pressure  and 
extensive  media  coverage,  the  City  created 
the  Homeless  Jobs  Program  during  the 
summer  to  help  100  homeless  people  find 
work,  chiefly  doing  janitorial  work  at  MUNI, 
the  Department  of  Public  Works  and  the 
Housing  Authority. 

But  that  program  ended  September  20  and  a 
new  project  that  is  taking  its  place  has  so  far 
made  no  placements. 


Brenda  Brown,  who  ran  the  widely-praised 
Homeless  Jobs  Program  and  will  be  working 
on  the  new  project,  reported  that  she  has 
written  and  telephoned  150  companies  seek- 
ing their  participation.  But  she  has  found 
none  so  far. 

"The  performance  of  these  workers  was 
excellent,"  she  says.  "All  their  supervisors 
are  eager  to  give  top  recommendations." 
Any  employer  that  is  interested  in  hiring 
someone  as  apart  of  this  program  can  call 
Brown  at  621-5911. 

One  way  the  City  is  supposed  to  be 
developing  jobs  for  the  neighborhood  is  by 
insisting  that  the  Ramada  Renaissance 
Hotel,  now  under  construction  at  Eddy  and 
Mason,  hire  unemployed  Tenderloin  resi- 
dents, both  as  temporary  workers  during 
construction  and  as  permanent  employees 
once  the  hotel  is  open. 

The  building  permit  issued  by  the  Planning 
Commission  requires  a  "good  faith  effort" 
to  hire  unemployed  Tenderloin  residents. 

If  during  the  construction  of  the  hotel,  the 
owner  does  not  live  up  to  this  condition,  the 
City  should  suspend  their  building  permit, 
says  Claudia  Viek,  Chair  of  the  North  of 
Market  Development  Corporation  Jobs 
Committee. 

But  so  far  the  City  has  not  required  any 
written  report  from  the  owner  on  the  number 
of  Tenderloin  residents  employed  during  the 
construction  phase,  and  as  of  September  20, 
17  months  after  the  start  of  construction,  the 
owner  had  not  required  any  such  report  from 
the  construction  company. 

Representatives  of  Swinerton  &  Wallberg, 
the  prime  contractor,  told  the  Times  that 
only  two  Tenderloin  residents  are  presently 
working  at  the  construction  site,  and  one  of 
these  is  a  long-time  employee  who  was 
transferred  to  this  site  when  construction 
began. 

Seven  other  Tenderloin  residents  are  known 
to  have  worked  at  the  Ramada  in  construc- 
tion jobs,  which  are  typically  short-term. 

Throughout  construction,  hundreds  of  peo- 
ple, with  an  average  of  more  than  50  per 
day,  have  worked  at  the  Ramada. 

Four  of  the  nine  Tenderloin  Ramada  workers 
continued  on  page  8 
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Disputed  Highrise  Ban 

A  surprise  move  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
to  impose  an  immediate  freeze  on  high-rise 
construction  in  the  South  of  Market  has  been 
called  illegal  by  City  Attorney  George 
Agnost. 


The  Board,  at  their  Sept.  26  meeting  voted 
7-0  to  approve  a  plan  authored  by  Supervisor 
Bill  Maher  to  put  an  18-month  moratorium 
on  new  development  South  of  Market  and 
create  an  "industrial  conservation  special 
use  district." 

In  so  doing,  the  board  thought  it  was 
imposing  an  immediate  freeze  on  all  new 
development  which  would  be  in  effect  while 
the  supervisors  and  the  Planning  Commis- 
sion hold  hearings  on  the  proposed  district. 
However,  Agnost  says  the  board  has  no 
authority  to  enact  a  freeze  because  the 
ordinance  under  which  interim  controls  are 
imposed  was  ruled  illegal  by  his  office  two 
months  ago. 

At  Times  presstime,  it  was  not  clear  what 
effect,  if  any,  the  Board  action  would  have. 
Maher  argued  that  the  Board  action  was 
legal  despite  the  City  Attorney's  opinion, 
which  does  not  have  the  force  of  law. 

The  proposal  and  the  confusion  surrounding 
it  added  a  further  touch  of  disarray  to  the 

Downtown  Plan 

continued  from  page  3 

mine  support  for  the  initiative.  They  also 
have  suggested  that  if  the  initiative  fails  to 
pass,  the  City  would  back  off  of  the 
controversial  plan  and  moratorium  under 
pressure  from  developers. 

For  the  Tenderloin,  the  Plan: 

•  Incorporates  and  endorses  the  Tenderloin 
rezoning  plan  earlier  proposed  by  city 
planners  that  would  cut  heights  and  ban  new 
hotel  construction  in  most  of  the  neigh- 
borhood while  exempting  15  Tenderloin 
blocks  from  controls. 

•  Reduces  heights  in  the  area  between  Turk 
and  Market  streets,  but  leaves  the  area  and 
its  900  residential  units  commercially  zoned. 
A  neighborhood-sponsored  rezoning  pro- 
posal had  suggested  that  that  area  be 
rezoned  for  residential  use. 

•  Cuts  heights  on  the  west  side  of  Mason 
Street  in  the  block  between  Eddy  and  Ellis 
proposed  for  the  Union  Square  West  dev- 
elopment. 

•  Places  the  Yellow  Cab  garage  on  Turk 
Street  in  the  residentiary  rezoned  area 
called  for  in  the  City's  Tenderloin  plan. 

"If  the  Tenderloin  were  an  oasis,  an  island 
unto  itself,  the  plan  would  not  be  bad  for 
us,"  in  the  assessment  of  Erik  Schapiro, 
community  planner  for  the  North  of  Market 
Planning  Coalition.  "It  gives  us  some  of 
what  we've  been  asking  for  and  gives  us 
some  of  what  we  don't  want.  But  the 
Tenderloin  is  not  an  island  and  the  plan's 
call  for  unrestrained  development  south  of 
Market  will  certainly  affect  us  as  residents 
displaced  from  that  neighborhood  by  tne 
creation  of  a  second  downtown  come  across 
Market  to  compete  for  scarce  housing." 

It  is  the  plan's  proposals  for  the  South  of 
Market  that  have  generated  the  most 
controversy.  Members  of  the  South  of 
Market  Alliance  have  analyzed  the  Plan 
extensively  and  they  don't  like  what  they 
see. 


ongoing  debate  over  future  development  in 
San  Francisco.  In  late  August,  the  City 
Planning  Department  released  its  plan  for 
future  development  downtown  and  proposed 
a  one-year  moratorium  on  new  construction 
of  all  of  downtown.  (See  accompanying 
article.)  That  plan,  in  direct  conflict  with 
Maher's  proposal,  would  intensify  develop- 
ment in  the  South  of  Market.  But  due  to 
procedural  errors,  the  moratorium  will  not 
now  be  voted  on  until  after  the  November 
election. 

Another  proposal  for  controlling  develop- 
ment, the  San  Francisco  Plan  Initiative,  will 
appear  on  the  ballot  in  November  as  Prop- 
osition M.  Backers  of  that  initiative,  which 
calls  for  a  comprehensive  revision  of  the 
city's  master  plan  and  zoning  ordinances 
and  would  require  office  developers  to  help 
pay  the  cost  of  affordable  housing,  training 


Site  of  warehouse  demolished  for  a  new  highrise. 

"If  the  massive  kind  of  commercial  office 
development  that  we've  seen  in  the  northern 
financial  district  is  shifted  south  of  Market 
as  the  plan  appears  to  call  for,  it  would  be 
devestating,"  says  the  Alliance's  Kay 
Patchner.  "The  South  of  Market  could  not 
possibly  survive  as  a  residential  neighbor- 
hood." 

In  testimony  prepared  for  two  September 
hearings  on  the  Plan  that  were  ultimately 
postponed,  Alliance  members  struck  out  at 
the  Plan  s  impact  on  housing  and  transpor- 
tation in  the  neighborhood. 

"No  rational  person  can  read  the  transit 
section  of  the  Downtown  Plan  and  not  see 
that  it  is  at  once  a  nightmare  for  San 
Francisco  workers  and  South  of  Market 
residents  and  a  pipedream  of  planners," 
an  Alliance  statement  said. 

The  Plan  acknowledges  that  if  existing 
patterns  of  auto  use  continues  —  59  percent 
of  downtown  workers  now  commute  to 
downtown  by  car  —  some  22,000  new 
parking  spaces  would  be  needed  and  free- 
way-bridge capacity  would  have  to  be 
expanded  by  20  percent.  But  the  Plan  says 
that  the  addition  of  just  5,000  parking  spaces 
would  result  in  gridlock  at  several  downtown 
intersections. 

The  Plan  therefore  advocates  against  ex- 
pansion of  freeway-bridge  capacity  and  the 
addition  of  parking  spaces  and  essentially 
seeks  to  force  workers  to  carpool  and  to  use 


and  job  programs,  point  to  the  contradictory 
proposals  as  evidence  of  a  lack  of  coherent 
City  policy  on  development. 

"'It's  a  circus  over  there  (at  City  Hall)," 
said  Calvin  Welch  of  the  South  of  Market 
Alliance,  a  proponent  of  Proposition  M. 
"What  we're  getting  from  every  agency  of 
government  is  contradictory  proposals  with 
no  real  solutions  to  the  obvious  problems. 
There  is  no  clear  public  policy  being  put 
forward.  These  proposals  are  trying  to  make 
land  use  and  zoning  decisions  without  first 
developing  a  policy.  That's  backwards. 
Proposition  M  is  the  only  proposal  that  sets 
forth  a  clear  policy  statement  from  which 
other  decisions  can  flow." 

Maher  says  his  proposal  is  aimed  at 
protecting  blue  collar  jobs  and  small  service- 
oriented  businesses  in  the  South  of  Market. 
Such  uses,  he  says,  are  being  forced  out  by 
rising  land  values  stemming  from  intensify- 
ing office  development. 

While  some  developers  with  South  of  Mar- 
ket plans  have  howled  about  he  Board's 
action,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  has 
endorsed  it.  The  South  of  Market  Alliance, 
which  was  surprised  by  the  proposal,  is 
opposed  and  expressed  anger  that  they  were 
not  consulted  by  Maher  prior  to  the  vote. 


public  transit.  To  deal  with  increased  transit 
ridership,  the  Plan  proposes: 

•  A  transit  only  second  deck  on  the  Golden 
Gate  Bridge  with  a  new  light  rail  service  to 
Marin. 

•  Expanding  MUNI  Metro  service  by  con- 
structing new  lines  on  Third  Street  and 
Geary,  building  a  new  turnaround  at  Em- 
barcadero  station  and  an  extenstion  from 
Embarcadero  station  to  the  Southern  Pacific 
depot  at  Fourth  and  Townsend. 

•  Extending  BART  service  to  the  San 
Francisco  airport. 

Such  projects  would  require  huge  capital 
investments.  "Pie  in  the  sky,"  is  how  the 
South  of  Market  Alliance  describes  these 
proposals.  The  Alliance  is  also  sharply 
critical  of  the  Plan's  ommission  of  any 
analysis  of  the  impact  of  the  Yerba  Buena 
project  and  Southern  Pacific's  massive  Mis- 
sion Bay  complex. 

The  other  key  issue  for  the  South  of  Market 
is  the  Plan's  call  for  "mixed-use  develop- 
ment" —  projects  that  combine  office  and 
housing  —  in  that  neighborhood.  "Without 
any  real  program  for  subsidizing  the  con- 
struction of  affordable  housing,  'mixed-use 
development'  means  luxury  condos,"  says 
the  Alliance's  Kay  Patchner.  "The  Plan 
proposes  no  real  subsidy  program  so  that 
the  only  housing  built  South  of  Market 
will  be  housing  that  existing  residents  could 
never  afford.  This  means  that  land  values 
and  rents  will  be  jacked  up  and  low-income 
folks  will  have  nowhere  to  go." 


Gary  Michael  Coutin 
Esquire 
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Tenderloin  Neighbors  Support  Prop.  M 


Reverend  Cecil  Williams 

In  the  past  ten  years,  over  10,000  black  people  were 
forced  out  of  San  Francisco.  Blue  collar  jobs  were 
destroyed  to  make  rooms  for  high-rise  office  buildings. 
If  the  black  community  is  to  have  a  future  in  this  City, 
new  job  and  housing  opportunities  must  be  made 
available.  The  SAN  FRANCISCO  PLAN  is  the  first  step 
towards  assuring  that  future.  Vote  YES  on  Proposition 
M. 


Win  Cottrell 

In  the  midst  of  San  Francisco's  construction  boom,  the 
City  has  neglected  the  housing  needs  of  our  elders,  who 
disproportionately  rely  on  low  income  housing.  While 
many  senior  citizens  live  on  fixed  limited  incomes, 
housing  costs  continue  to  soar.  Proposition  M's  re- 
quirement that  developers  contribute  to  affordable 
housing  will  mitigate  a  crisis  they  are  partially  res- 
ponsible for.  Vote  YES  on  Proposition  M. 


Sarah  Kearney 

Seniors  and  families  in  the  Tenderloin  and  San 
Francisco  desperately  need  housing  they  can  afford. 
Proposition  M  will  help  protect  San  Francisco's  supply 
of  affordable  housing.  Vote  YES  on  Proposition  M. 


Lillian  Crusthwaite 

Many  people  in  my  area,  around  Eddy  and  Polk, 
depend  on  small  groceries  and  neighborhood 
businesses,  cleaners  and  shoe  repair  shops  for  the 
goods  and  services  they  need.  Proposition  M  will  help 
protect  these  small  neighborhood  businesses  from 
being  driven  out.  Vote  YES  on  Proposition  M. 


Joe  Kauff  man 

San  Francisco's  downtown  neighborhoods  are  being 
surrounded  and  invaded  by  a  never-ending  parade  of 
highrises.  Highrises  are  stress  creators.  They  block  out 
the  natural,  life-giving  elements  of  air,  sun  and  sky. 
Proposition  M  will  force  the  City  to  take  a  hard  look  at 
the  impacts  of  uncontrolled  highrise  development  and 
help  prevent  San  Francisco  from  becoming  one  big 
highrise.  Vote  YES  on  Proposition  M. 


PROP.M  WOULD: 

•  Create  Jobs  for  Community  Residents 

•  Protect  Small  Businesses  from  Displacement 

•  Make  Developers  Pay  Fair  Share  of  MUNI 
Costs 

•  Require  Developers  to  Help  Pay  for  Housing 

•  Effectively  Stop  Union  Square  West 

We  support  the  San  Francisco  Plan.  We  urge  you 
to  vote  YES  on  Proposition  M. 


Father  Robert  Pfisterer 

Leroy  Looper 

Dick  Park 

Brad  Paul 

Sara  Colm 

Erik  Schapiro 

Sarah  Kearney 

Don  Feeser 

Claudia  Viek 

Laura  McElhinny 

Charlie  Davidson 


Assemblyman  Art  Agnos 
Eugene  Coleman 
Leon  Zecha 
Peggy  Krantz 
Barbara  Arms 
Kelly  Cullen 
Jerry  Burke 
Midge  Wilson 
Suzanne  Gilbert 
Seamus  Kilty 
Lillian  Crusthwaite 


Joe  Kauffman 

Doreen  Gaedtke 

Gabe  Gesmer 

Rob  Waters 

Marvis  Phillips 

Cecil  Williams 

Supervisor  Nancy  Walker 

Supervisor  Richard  Hongisto 

Supervisor  Harry  Britt 

Win  Cottrell 

Wade  Hudson 


VOTE  YES  ON  PROP  M 


Registration  deadline:  Oct.  11.  Registration  forms  available  at  North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition,  295  Eddy, 
Cadillac  Hotel,  380  Eddy,  Hospitality  House,  146  Leavenworth.  Registered  voters  can  vote  at  City  Hall  during 
regular  hours  at  City  Hall  after  Oct.  11.  Call  558-2232  for  more  information. 


